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PRESS RELEASE 
Monday, 21 July 2008

"PRESERVation of ALLUVIAL forest HABITATS in the Morávka River Basin" project progressing successfully
 
 

The largest project in the Moravian-Silesian Region in the spere of the preservation of nature and the landscape, focused on the elimination of Reynoutria in the Morávka River Basin, has embarked upon a new phase – the second year of its implementation. Reynoutria, which grows to a height of up to 4 metres, occupies approximately 350 hectares at the foot of the Beskydy Mountains. It is an aggressive weed which suppresses the growth of vegetation and causes soil erosion. The total budget for the project, financed with the support of the European Union LIFE-Nature program, is roughly CZK 28 million. 
 

"The project is also unique in that it was the only one to gain support out of 700 applications from across the European Union. To be specific, approximately CZK 20 million from European funds are being used for implementation," emphasizes Pavol Lukša, Vice-President of the Moravian-Silesian Region. "Liquidation of invasive Reynoutria is a necessary step in preserving the valuable natural habitats from the source of the Morávka and Mohelnice Rivers to Frýdek-Místek. The area is protected under both the Beskydy PLA and the European NATURA 2000 network," notes Lukša. He adds that the region's partners in the project include the Agency for Nature Conservation and Landscape Protection of the CR, the Odra River Basin, the Forests of the CR, ČSOP Salamandr and the Nošovice subsidiary of the Pilsen Brewery.

"In 2007 approximately 173 hectares of the total area under invasion by Reynoutria in the Moravka River Basin were treated. Liquidation took place by means of mechanical removal, spraying and herbicide injection. The effects of the eradication were already perceptible in inspections of the treated area at the beginning of this year. Regrowth of Reynoutria in these areas has been markedly reduced and in some locations has hardly occurred," says the head of the Department of Environmental Protection and Agriculture of the Regional Authority of the Moravian-Silesian Region, Tomáš Kotyza. "This year, work on the ground was already underway at the end of March, with crews cleaning up and burning dry Reynoutria stems. Since May the liquidation of Reynoutria with herbicide has been going full-bore" Kotyza adds.
The four-year regional project is focused this year both on thinning out the growth of Reynoutria in the Moravka River Basin to 10% of its current growth and on disseminating related information, something seen as a chief goal. This follows on last year's seminar for village residents and landowners and consists, for example, in the installation of 30 notice panels and the distribution of informational leaflets to hundreds of households. A specific step this year involved spring excursions for various target groups – from elementary school pupils from local municipalities to students of secondary schools and universities, to members of public administrative bodies and specialists in the area of environmental protection. 

 

 "The spring excursions will form the basis for meetings this autumn with residents of the municipalities of the Moravka River Basin and owners of property where eradication has taken place. People will get up-to-date information about the course of the Reynoutria liquidation effort," says Lukša, who adds: "Meeting people, having discussions and arousing interest in the matter is fundamentally important. Getting people involved makes what would otherwise be a specialist-oriented project into a community-wide affair. This is a condition for the sustainability of positive development and the completion of the project." 

The atmosphere at the roughly 15 excursions which take place this year will be captured in a documentary film recording all four years of the project. The film will then serve not only to document the course of the project but also to inspire and provide guidance for similar projects in other areas of the Czech Republic or other countries of the European Union. 

 

Prepared by: Barbara Odstrčilíková, spokesperson
�








tel.: 595 622 603, fax: 595 622 372, mobile tel.: 724 239 305, e-mail: barbara.odstrcilikova@kr-moravskoslezsky.cz


